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Adolescence is a difficult time for many children, and fostering the conditions that contribute to 

the development of the whole child is central to our purpose.    At Coloma Junior High these needs 

are addressed through programs and structures that connect our students to the adults in our 

building.   We believe in order to prepare children to be successful and contributing members of 

society we must attend also to their physical, emotional and social development as well.   Our 

caring and dedicated staff work tirelessly to implement new and effective ways to engage students 

in learning and to push our students to reach new heights. 

 

Over the last few years Coloma Junior High has seen significant positive student achievement 

trends and we are confident that we will see more consistent improvement in all subject areas in 

the future.  We are currently working to refine our curricular alignment and employ instructional 

technology that will enable us to continuously monitor student progress.   Our highly professional 

staff remains focused on making every effort to ensure that all students succeed. 

 

The Junior High has a well established tradition of community service.  In addition to disaster 

relief efforts our Honor Club sponsored a safe drinking water initiative for an under-developed 

community this year.  For the sixth straight year the Junior High Art Works Club shipped over a 

thousand pounds of care packages to our troops serving in harm’s way and English 9 students 

spearheaded several community service projects ranging from tree planting and spring cleaning at 

a local cemetery to volunteering in an area homeless shelter. 

 

Our Annual Report is only one piece of information that highlights some of our accomplishments. 

We invite you to visit and check us out! I am very confident that you will be impressed with what 

you see! We celebrate our students’ accomplishments and strive for making a connection with 

each and every child. After all, they are our future. 



 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Peter Olsen 

Principal          

 

    

 
 
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
 

 
 
 

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which 
provides key information on the 2010-2011 educational progress for the Coloma 

Junior High School.  The AER addresses the complex reporting information required 
by federal and state laws.  The school’s report contains information about student 
assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and teacher quality.  If you have any 

questions about the AER, please contact Peter Olsen, Principal for assistance. 
 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 

http://ccs.coloma.org/coljh/index.htm or you may review a copy from the 

principal’s office at your child’s school. 

 
For 2010-2011, Coloma Junior High School made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in 

English language arts and mathematics; however, we are still identified for  school 
improvement.  We must make AYP for two consecutive years to no longer be 
identified for improvement.  Our building school improvement plans has been 

rewritten and specific areas identified to ensure our students’ success.   
 

 
State law requires that we also report additional information 

 

 

http://ccs.coloma.org/coljh/index.htm


PROCESS FOR ASSIGNING PUPILS TO THE SCHOOL 
 

Pre-kindergarten through first grade students are assigned to Washington 

Elementary.  Students in second through fourth grade are in Coloma Elementary.  
There is only one building location for each of the 5th through 7th and 9th and the 10th 

through 12th grades.  Secondary students have choices based on electives within the 
core curriculum provided.  Career related classes have been developed for the 10th 
through 12th grades.  Secondary students may select career related courses 

sponsored by various schools in the county through a countywide “shared time” 
arrangement.  Special education students are provided assistance within their age 

appropriate grade levels unless the Individual Educational Placement Committee 
(IEPC) determines the students would be best served in an alternative location.  The 
parent is involved in the decision.   

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 

A committee of teachers and administrators involved in the school improvement 
process meet on a regular basis to review curriculum and instruction.  The 

committee: 
 reviews the statistical data to identify weak areas in instruction  

 identifies student needs not being addressed 
 prioritizes components needed in a new program or series 
 seeks input from all teachers working in the area under review 

 makes recommendations to the administration regarding curricular changes 
 

 
Through the curriculum development process, Coloma has established assessments 
designed to measure the content standards assigned to each grade level.   These 

assessments are linked to those skills necessary for success beyond school and are 
shown through paper/pencil, projects, demonstrations, and teacher observations.   

The assessments will be continually reviewed to: 
  improve their alignment to content and instruction 
  increase the use of assessments that measure standards across the curriculum 

 ensure better reliability in determining student success and areas of need   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SPECIALIZED SCHOOLS  
 

Specialized schools provide educational alternatives and opportunities for 
handicapped students as well as meeting their special needs. These programs are an 

integral part of the continuum of educational services available to special students in 
Berrien County. Following is a brief description of the specialized schools that serve 

Coloma Public School District students. 
 

BLOSSOMLAND LEARNING CENTER  

BERRIEN REGIONAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY  
BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN  

 

The purpose of Blossomland Learning Center is to provide services to students who 
have been diagnosed as moderately to severely mentally impaired up to age 26 who 

reside within the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency. The school assists 
students in preparing for entry into their respective communities. Thirteen (13) 

Coloma Public School District resident(s) attended this program during the 2010-11 
school year. Students are placed in the program through an Individual Educational 
Planning Committee composed of local district and Berrien RESA diagnostic and 

educational staff.  
 

LIGHTHOUSE EDUCATION CENTER  
BERRIEN REGIONAL EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCY  

ST. JOSEPH, MICHIGAN  
 

The Lighthouse Education Center program is operated as a therapeutic and 

educational program for students diagnosed as severely emotionally impaired up to 
age 26 who reside within the Berrien Regional Education Service Agency. These 

students exhibit a severity of emotional difficulties which prohibits them from regular 
attendance within the resident district. During the 2010-11 school year, seven (7) 
Coloma Public School District resident(s) attended this program, with the goal being 

eventual re-integration into the resident district's educational system.  
 

HEARING IMPAIRED PROGRAM  

BERRIEN SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN  
 

The Berrien County Hearing Impaired Program provides educational services for 

hearing impaired students from Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren counties. During the 
2010-11 school year, two (2) student(s) from Coloma Public School District attended 
the program, which includes children from pre-school age through 26 years. This 

program is operated by the Berrien Springs Public Schools and is funded by the 
Berrien Regional Education Service Agency. In addition to classroom and teacher 

consultant services, the program also serves as a diagnostic center and employs an 
audiologist for the purpose of assessing severity and type of hearing loss. Some 
students, when determined educationally appropriate by an Individualized 

Educational Planning Committee, are educated in their resident district with the 
support of a teacher consultant provided by the Hearing Impaired Program.  



SOUTHSIDE PROGRAM  

NILES COMMUNITY SCHOOLS  
NILES, MI  

 
Niles operates center based programs for low incidence special education students needing a full time 

placement.  

 

The program for the Severely Emotionally Impaired (SEI) includes students with severe emotional or 

behavioral problems. These students receive a very strict, highly structured program designed to change 

inappropriate behavior patterns and allow learning to take place. Expectations for performance are high 

with the goal being the students’ successful readmission to their former school. Classroom programs serve 

students ages 10 through 25.  

 

Students in the Pre-Vocational program have below average ability levels, making success in their local 

high schools extremely difficult. Often their low ability is compounded by a weak self concept and 

inadequate social skills. Once at Southside a few may pursue a Certificate of Completion, but most will 

follow a curriculum designed to promote independent living. Classrooms are available to serve ages 16 

through 25.  

 

During the 2010-11 school year, zero (0) students from the Coloma Public School District attended this 

program. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Core Curriculum 
 

Coloma Community Schools follows a local core curriculum that defines educational 
outcomes to be achieved by all students and is based on the district’s educational 

mission and locally developed K-12 curriculum, it has also been aligned with the state 
recommended Frameworks Curriculum (from which the MEAP test is written). Federal 
mandates (No Child Left Behind) now require that language arts and math 

assessments be completed at each grade level, 3rd through 8th grades.  To 
accomplish this, the Michigan Department of Education has assigned Grade Level 

Content Expectations from their Frameworks Curriculum to specific grades levels.  
This required Coloma to review their alignment to assure that the educational 
benchmarks are being taught at the required level, resulting in quality performance 

on the MEAP tests.  A copy of the board-approved curriculum for all content areas is 
available for review at the Administration Office, Coloma Elementary Office, and out 

the website, http://www.ccs.coloma.org.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



School-Level Student Assessment Data- District Generated 
ELA -  

 

 

Student 

Group 

Grade: 8th 

School 

Year 

School 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

ISD 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

State 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

Percent of Students in School at Each  

Achievement Level 

Advanced 

Level 1 

Proficient 

Level 2 

Basic 

Level 3 

Below 
Basic 

Level 4 

All students 

2005-06 57 65 69 7 50 28 15 

2006-07 57 69 71 16 41 26 17 

2007-08 65 73 75 10 54 28 7 

2008-09 80 78 77 19 61 17 3 

White 

2005-06 64 76 76 10 54 23 12 

2006-07 59 79 78 20 39 24 17 

2007-08 64 81 82 10 53 29 8 

2008-09 81 86 82 20 61 16 2 

Black 

2005-06 43 35 49 0 43 39 18 

2006-07 53 53 50 3 50 22 25 

2007-08 53 50 55 0 53 35 12 

2008-09 64 52 58 9 55 36 0 

Hispanic 

2005-06 10 49 54 0 10 40 50 

2006-07 <10 55 58 - - - - 

2007-08 90 58 63 30 60 10 0 

2008-09 <10 76 67 - - - - 

Students with 

Disabilities 

2005-06 13 37 26 0 13 27 60 

2006-07 16 29 27 4 12 32 52 

2007-08 17 35 34 4 13 54 29 

2008-09 33 41 34 6 28 56 11 

 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

2005-06 42 53 54 1 40 34 25 

2006-07 47 54 56 5 42 29 24 

2007-08 61 59 62 9 52 34 5 

2008-09 73 67 64 11 62 24 3 

Male 

2005-06 47 58 63 9 38 29 24 

2006-07 47 63 65 11 36 31 23 

2007-08 61 66 69 11 49 30 9 

2008-09 73 75 73 12 62 22 5 

Female 

2005-06 68 72 76 4 64 26 5 

2006-07 65 75 76 20 45 22 13 

2007-08 69 80 81 9 60 25 6 

2008-09 85 82 81 24 61 14 1 



 

MEAP – Mathematics 
 

Student Group 

Grade: 8th 
School 

Year 

School 

Percent of 
Student 

Proficient & 

Advanced 

ISD 

Percent of 
Student 

Proficient & 

Advanced 

State 

Percent of 
Student 

Proficient & 

Advanced 

Percent of Students in School at Each 

Achievement Level 

Advanced 

Level 1 

Proficient 

Level 2 

Basic 

Level 3 

Below 
Basic 

Level 4 

All students 

2005-06 50 60 63 22 28 28 22 

2006-07 57 67 68 18 39 36 7 

2007-08 67 77 72 37 30 19 14 

2008-09 67 79 75 35 32 24 9 

2009-10 61 71 70 34 27 29 10 

White 

2005-06 59 73 72 29 30 28 15 

2006-07 66 78 76 22 45 28 6 

2007-08 70 85 79 40 31 19 11 

2008-09 67 85 81 34 33 24 10 

2009-10 68 77 77 40 27 26 6 

Black 

2005-06 34 28 34 8 26 32 34 

2006-07 28 37 42 9 19 63 9 

2007-08 47 47 45 12 35 18 35 

2008-09 73 57 52 45 27 27 0 

2009-10 40 50 45 13 27 40 20 

Hispanic 

2005-06 10 45 47 0 10 30 60 

2006-07 <10 54 54 - - - - 

2007-08 60 59 59 50 10 30 10 

2008-09 <10 84 64 - - - - 

2009-10 27 65 59 0 27 45 27 

Students with 

Disabilities 

2005-06 21 30 24 0 21 21 57 

2006-07 20 36 30 0 20 52 28 

2007-08 13 41 32 4 8 46 42 

2008-09 39 45 39 11 28 33 28 

2009-10 0 25 32 0 0 79 21 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

2005-06 37 48 45 10 27 31 32 

2006-07 48 51 51 13 35 43 9 

2007-08 61 64 56 36 25 23 16 

2008-09 61 70 62 25 36 28 10 

2009-10 53 59 56 21 32 35 13 

Male 

2005-06 53 59 63 26 27 19 28 

2006-07 53 66 68 18 34 38 9 

2007-08 73 76 71 43 30 15 11 

2008-09 60 79 75 38 22 28 12 

2009-10 54 69 70 35 19 32 14 

Female 

2005-06 47 62 63 18 29 38 15 

2006-07 61 68 68 19 42 34 5 

2007-08 60 78 72 31 29 24 16 

2008-09 73 79 74 33 40 21 6 

2009-10 69 73 71 32 37 25 6 



MEAP - Science 

 

 

 

Student Group 

Grade: 8th 
School 

Year 

School 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

ISD 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

State 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

Percent of Students in School at Each  

Achievement Level 

Advanced 

Level 1 

Proficient 

Level 2 

Basic 

Level 3 

Below 
Basic 

Level 4 

All students 

2005-06 75 74 77 23 52 21 4 

2006-07 67 73 75 24 43 22 11 

2007-08 75 77 79 39 36 20 5 

2008-09 78 82 76 30 47 19 4 

2009-10 74 78 78 18 56 20 6 

White 

2005-06 86 88 85 30 56 12 1 

2006-07 75 85 89 29 47 16 9 

2007-08 79 86 87 42 36 18 3 

2008-09 79 91 84 31 48 19 2 

2009-10 80 85 83 21 59 16 4 

Black 

2005-06 49 38 51 4 45 41 10 

2006-07 41 42 48 13 28 38 22 

2007-08 44 53 54 11 33 44 11 

2008-09 73 46 51 36 38 18 9 

2009-10 47 52 50 7 40 33 20 

Hispanic 

2005-06 45 53 60 0 45 36 18 

2006-07 <10 54 60 - - - - 

2007-08 80 63 67 50 30 10 10 

2008-09 <10 73 64 - - - - 

2009-10 55 75 65 0 55 36 9 

Students with 

Disabilities 

2005-06 41 51 45 10 31 34 24 

2006-07 24 48 67 0 29 29 43 

2007-08 25 48 48 8 17 63 13 

2008-09 39 54 42 11 28 44 17 

2009-10 21 44 42 0 21 57 21 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

2005-06 58 62 62 9 49 34 8 

2006-07 54 57 71 14 40 28 18 

2007-08 72 65 65 31 42 22 6 

2008-09 68 72 62 17 52 26 6 

2009-10 62 66 63 4 58 31 8 

Male 

2005-06 77 73 77 28 49 18 5 

2006-07 59 83 83 17 42 28 13 

2007-08 78 76 79 46 33 16 5 

2008-09 70 82 75 32 38 25 5 

2009-10 68 78 75 18 51 25 7 

Female 

2005-06 73 74 77 18 56 24 3 

2006-07 74 74 83 30 44 17 9 

2007-08 71 78 80 32 39 25 4 

2008-09 84 82 77 29 54 14 3 

2009-10 81 78 77 18 63 15 4 



MEAP - Social Science 

Student Group 

Grade: 9th 
School 

Year 

School 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

ISD 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

State 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

Percent of Students in School at Each  

Achievement Level 

Advanced 

Level 1 

Proficient 

Level 2 

Basic 

Level 3 

Below 
Basic 

Level 4 

All students 

2005-06 74 75 75 28 46 23 2 

2006-07 75 72 74 21 54 22 3 

2007-08 60 65 71 23 37 26 14 

2008-09 69 70 72 28 41 24 7 

2009-10 65 70 71 30 35 27 8 

White 

2005-06 79 82 81 32 47 19 1 

2006-07 82 84 82 28 53 16 3 

2007-08 66 79 79 27 39 23 12 

2008-09 75 82 81 34 42 19 5 

2009-10 66 81 79 32 34 26 8 

Black 

2005-06 60 55 54 17 43 31 9 

2006-07 60 42 49 4 56 35 4 

2007-08 38 33 43 10 28 34 28 

2008-09 26 39 47 11 16 58 16 

2009-10 <10 38 48 - - - - 

Hispanic 

2005-06 62 71 63 15 46 38 0 

2006-07 50 51 62 0 50 50 0 

2007-08 <10 62 56 - - - - 

2008-09 71 59 59 14 57 21 7 

2009-10 <10 70 59 - - - - 

Students with 

Disabilities 

2005-06 33 45 42 0 33 59 7 

2006-07 58 42 40 8 50 31 12 

2007-08 17 28 32 6 11 39 44 

2008-09 31 38 37 8 23 46 23 

2009-10 21 37 36 14 7 50 29 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

2005-06 60 64 61 17 43 38 5 

2006-07 65 57 59 10 55 30 5 

2007-08 48 46 54 11 37 35 17 

2008-09 55 55 57 20 35 33 12 

2009-10 53 55 56 19 34 34 13 

Male 

2005-06 74 73 72 27 48 21 5 

2006-07 72 72 73 24 48 24 4 

2007-08 52 64 70 26 26 29 18 

2008-09 75 69 73 39 36 17 8 

2009-10 65 71 72 29 35 31 5 

Female 

2005-06 74 77 77 30 44 26 0 

2006-07 78 72 75 18 60 20 2 

2007-08 65 67 71 21 44 23 12 

2008-09 63 72 72 17 46 32 6 

2009-10 65 69 70 31 35 25 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MEAP - Reading 

Student Group 

Grade:8 
School 

Year 

School 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

ISD 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

State 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

Percent of Students in School at Each  

Achievement Level 

Advanced 

Level 1 

Proficient 

Level 2 

Basic 

Level 3 

Below 
Basic 

Level 4 

All students 

2005-06 62 68 73 12 50 21 18 

2006-07 60 72 76 24 36 19 22 

2007-08 73 76 77 22 51 18 9 

2008-09 79 78 76 34 46 17 4 

2009-10 76 82 88 18 58 18 6 

White 

2005-06 69 79 79 16 53 17 14 

2006-07 61 81 82 29 33 18 21 

2007-08 71 83 83 25 47 20 8 

2008-09 80 81 81 25 46 16 3 

2009-10 83 88 87 20 63 12 5 

Black 

2005-06 47 39 53 0 47 29 24 

2006-07 56 47 56 9 47 16 28 

2007-08 71 55 58 0 71 18 12 

2008-09 64 51 57 27 36 36 0 

2009-10 40 65 71 13 27 53 7 

Hispanic 

2005-06 20 54 58 0 20 30 50 

2006-07 <10 63 64 - - - - 

2007-08 90 61 65 30 60 0 10 

2008-09 <10 81 65 - - - - 

2009-10 55 73 77 0 55 36 9 

Students with 

Disabilities 

2005-06 19 37 33 3 16 19 61 

2006-07 24 40 35 8 16 24 52 

2007-08 33 41 40 8 25 33 33 

2008-09 44 43 35 11 33 44 11 

2009-10 21 47 49 0 21 57 21 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

2005-06 47 57 58 3 43 26 28 

2006-07 48 58 62 13 36 22 29 

2007-08 72 63 65 19 53 20 8 

2008-09 73 67 63 24 49 24 3 

2009-10 64 72 75 8 56 27 9 

Male 

2005-06 56 63 68 13 42 18 27 

2006-07 52 68 71 19 33 21 27 

2007-08 70 71 72 20 49 23 8 

2008-09 73 75 73 27 47 20 7 

2009-10 66 81 79 13 53 25 9 

Female 

2005-06 69 74 77 10 58 24 7 

2006-07 66 77 81 28 38 17 18 

2007-08 76 77 81 28 38 17 18 

2008-09 84 81 79 39 45 15 1 

2009-10 88 83 88 24 65 10 1 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MEAP - Writing 

Student Group 

Grade: 8 
School 

Year 

School 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

ISD 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

State 

Percent of 

Student 
Proficient & 

Advanced 

Percent of Students in School at Each  

Achievement Level 

Advanced 

Level 1 

Proficient 

Level 2 

Basic 

Level 3 

Below 
Basic 

Level 4 

All students 

2005-06 54 61 65 4 50 34 12 

2006-07 59 66 67 3 56 24 17 

2007-08 60 66 70 3 56 25 15 

2008-09 77 76 74 1 76 17 6 

White 

2005-06 61 69 70 5 56 29 10 

2006-07 63 75 73 3 60 20 17 

2007-08 63 75 76 3 59 23 14 

2008-09 77 83 79 1 76 16 7 

Black 

2005-06 43 40 48 2 41 45 12 

2006-07 47 44 47 3 44 34 19 

2007-08 35 44 50 0 35 47 18 

2008-09 73 52 57 0 73 18 9 

Hispanic 

2005-06 10 43 51 0 10 50 40 

2006-07 <10 52 53 - - - - 

2007-08 60 51 57 10 50 20 20 

2008-09 ,10 73 65 - - - - 

Students with 

Disabilities 

2005-06 13 22 23 0 13 33 53 

2006-07 28 32 24 0 28 16 56 

2007-08 13 27 28 0 13 42 46 

2008-09 33 34 31 0 33 33 33 

Economically 

Disadvantaged 

2005-06 37 51 50 3 34 46 17 

2006-07 52 52 52 1 51 27 22 

2007-08 58 53 56 3 55 28 14 

2008-09 67 65 62 0 67 24 9 

Male 

2005-06 41 52 55 4 37 39 20 

2006-07 49 58 59 1 48 29 21 

2007-08 58 59 62 3 56 25 16 

2008-09 68 72 68 0 68 20 12 

Female 

2005-06 71 71 74 4 64 27 2 

2006-07 67 74 75 4 63 20 13 

2007-08 62 74 77 4 57 25 13 

2008-09 84 81 81 1 82 14 3 



   

                          
 

                                                    

 



       
 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 
           

 

 

 

 

 

 



Continuity of Instructional Program 
 

Students who have been in school for their entire instructional program 

Continuity of Instruction Year: 2009-2010 

 
Students  

 
 

 
Grade 

levels in 
the 

School 
 

 
# of 
Students 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
ELA 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Math 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Social 
Studies 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Science 

Students who 
have been in 
school for all 
grades taught 

8-9 106 58.5% 42.4% 76.4% 55.7% 

Students who 
have not been in 
school for all 
grades taught 

8-9 26 65.4% 19.2% 73.1% 46.2% 

 

 

Continuity of Instruction Year:  2008-2009  

 
Students  

 
 

 
Grade 

levels in 
the 

School 
 

 
# of 
Students 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
ELA 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Math 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Social 
Studies 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Science 

Students who 
have been in 
school for all 

grades taught 

8-9 132 50% 37.1% 73.5% 37.1% 

Students who 
have not been in 
school for all 
grades taught 

8-9 26 50% 38.5% 50% 26.9% 

Continuity of Instruction Year: 2007-2008 

 
Students  

 
 

 
Grade 

levels in 
the 

School 
 

 
# of 
Students 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
ELA 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Math 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Social 
Studies 

 
% of 
students 
proficient 
Science 

Students who 
have been in 
school for all 
grades taught 

8-9 122 55.7% 37.7% 77.9% 59% 

Students who 
have not been in 
school for all 
grades taught 

8-9 27 42.8% 14.8% 63% 25.9% 

 



 

 
Parent Teacher Conference 

 

Spring conferences are by invitation based on student needs or by parent request. 
 

Year 
# Attending % Attending 

Fall  Spring Fall  Spring 

2009-10 100 72 32% 21% 

2010-11 73 32 27% 23% 

 
 
 

Parent Involvement Policy 
 

 
District Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Involvement Policy 

State of Michigan Parent/Guardian Involvement Inititaive 
(as recorded in the School Board Policy Manual) 

State of Michigan Parent/Guardian Involvement Initiative 

The Board strongly encourages and welcomes the involvement of parent(s)/guardian(s) in all of the 

District’s educational programs.  It is recognized and appreciated that parents/guardians are the “first 

teachers” of their children, and that their interest and involvement in the education of their children 

should not diminish once their child enters the schools of the district. Accordingly, the Board directs, 

by the adoption of this policy, that the administration shall design a program/plan that will encourage 

parent(s)/guardian(s) participation that may include, but not be limited to: the development and review 

of instructional materials: input on the ways that the District may better provide parent(s)/guardian(s) 

with information concerning current laws, regulations, and instructional programs; and District 

offerings of training programs to instruct parent(s)/guardian(s) how to become more involved in their 

child's educational programs.   

 

Pursuant to state law, the Superintendent shall provide a copy of the District’s Parental Involvement 

plan to all parents.  

 

Title I Programs 
 

In accordance with the requirement of the No Child Left Behind Act, the Coloma Board of Education 

encourages parent(s)/guardian(s) participation in Title I  programs. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) shall be 

offered substantial and meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children by this 

policy.   

 

 
The Board directs that the following actions be implemented by the administration to insure compliance 

with state and federal law and to invite parent(s)/guardian(s) to become involved highly in the 

education of their children: 



 The involvement of parent(s)/guardian(s) in the planning, implementation, evaluation, and 

improvement of Title I programs/services through participation on building School 

Improvement Teams; 

 Invitations to parent(s)/guardian(s) to attend at least one annual meeting for Title I parents, 

with additional meeting opportunities being available as needed, designed to provide 

information about programs and services, and to solicit parent(s)/guardian(s) suggestions on 

program development, planning, evaluation and operation; 

 Assistance to parent(s)/guardian(s) in understanding Title I, including the providing of 

information in a language understandable to the parent(s)/ guardian(s) if practicable;  

 Parent(s)/Guardian(s) notification of Title I student selection and criteria for selection; 

 Information regarding child's achievement and progress; 

 A provision for input by staff at regularly scheduled parent/guardian-teacher conferences 

and any additional communication as requested by the staff or parent(s)/guardian(s); 

 Opportunities to enhance parent(s)/guardian(s) capacity to work with children in the home 

on school learning; 

 Professional development opportunities for teachers and staff to enhance their understanding 

of effective parent(s)/guardian(s) involvement strategies; 

 Ongoing communication between school and parent(s)/guardian(s); and 

 Other appropriate activities (i.e. Family Math Nights, parent(s)/guardian(s) sessions, 

science, theatre, etc.) 

 

Written Plans/Policies  

 

The Coloma Community School District, as a recipient of Title I funds, hereby adopts the following 

policy statement regarding the development of a District-wide plan for parent(s)/guardian(s) 

involvement in the development of a Title I plan.  Individual buildings may personalize the district plan 

to meet the particular needs of their school, subject to review by the Superintendent.  The Board directs 

the administration to:  

 Involve parent(s)/guardian(s) in the development of the plan; 

 Develop a plan that provides for the involvement of parent(s)/guardian(s) in the Title I 

activities of the school; 

 Provide the necessary technical, research, staff and administrative support to schools in the 

planning and implementing of effective parent(s)/guardian(s) involvement activities to 

improve student academic achievement and school performance; 

 To integrate and coordinate the plans/policies for parent(s)/guardian(s) involvement in Title 

I programs with parent(s)/guardian(s) involvement in other programs, including but not 

limited to Head Start; 

 To review and evaluate the District’s plan annually and to share the results of that review 

and evaluation with the Board; 

 To assure that the policy/plan contains a compact that outlines how parent(s)/guardian(s), 

the school staff and students will share the responsibility of improved student achievement; 

and 

 To distribute the district plan to parent(s)/guardian(s) of participating children and to the 

local community. 

 



Migrant Education Program (MEP) Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Involvement 

 

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of students in the MEP will be involved in, and regularly consulted, about the 

development, implementation, operation, and evaluation of the program. 

 

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Involvement 

 

In accordance with federal law, parent(s)/guardian(s) of LEP students will be provided notice regarding 

their child’s placement in and information about the District’s LEP program.  Parent(s)/Guardian(s) 

will be notified about their rights regarding program content and participation including the right to 

choose among programs if alternatives are available.  The notice must also include an explanation of 

the value of the program in terms of academic development, mastery of English, and the achievement 

of promotion and graduation standards.  The notice will also include an explanation of the right to 

remove the child from an LEP program and to place the child in the regular program.  The notice must 

be in a format that families can comprehend and, if possible, in a language that is understood by the 

family. 
 

 
Parent Involvement Plan for Coloma Junior High School 

 
This initial plan will be published and distributed at the fall Open House in 2011.  Subsequent plans 

will be revised, updated, and published each year in the student handbook.  Parents will be informed of 

the plan and asked for input at the yearly meeting for the delivery of Coloma Junior High annual report 

and via a yearly parent report card survey. 
 

 Communicating 
  

 Communication between home and school is regular, two-way and meaningful. 
 

 Coloma Junior High staff will: 

 

1. Use a variety of communication tools on a regular basis, seeking to facilitate two-way 

interaction through each type of medium (phone calls, e-mails, surveys, newspapers, 

voice mails, newsletters, home visits, face-to-face, notices, memos, web site, etc.)  

 

2. Establish opportunities for parents and educators to share “partnering” information such 

as student strengths and learning preferences. 

 

3. Provide clear information regarding grade level expectations, district curriculum, school 

activities, student services and optional programs. 

 

4. Title I parents are invited to an annual Title I parent night to receive information 

regarding requirements, programming, and opportunities for involvement in planning 

and educational activities. 

 

5. Send home report cards and regular progress reports to parents.  Provide support 

services and follow-up conferences as needed. 

 



6. Disseminate information on school policies, discipline procedures, assessment tools, and 

school goals, and include parents in the decision-making process. 

 

7. Conduct formal conferences with all parents at least once in the fall, with follow-up as 

needed in the spring.  These should accommodate the varied schedules of parents, 

language barriers, and the need for child care as needed. 

 

8. Encourage immediate contact between parents and teachers when concerns arise. 

 

9. Translate communications to assist non-English speaking parents as needed. 

 

10. Communicate with parents regarding positive student behavior and achievement, not 

just regarding misbehavior or failure. 

 

11. Provide opportunities for parents to communicate with principals and other 

administrative staff. 

 

12. Promote informal activities at which parents, staff, and community members can 

interact. 

 

13. Provide staff development regarding effective communication techniques and the 

importance of regular two-way communication between the school and the family. 

 

14. Encourage parents to let staff know what is happening in the child’s life that may affect 

school performance. 

 

15. Use consistent means of communication for parents to review their child’s performance, 

topics covered in class, and upcoming activities. 

 

16. Use school wide parent/teacher/child compact. 

 

Parenting 
 

Parenting skills are promoted and supported. 

 

Coloma Junior High staff will: 

 

1. Communicate the importance of positive relationships between parents and their 

children. 

 

2. Through the junior high counselor, link parents to programs and resources within the 

community that provide support services to families (counseling, health care needs, etc.) 

 

3. Reach out to all families, not just those who attend parent meetings. 

 

4. Demonstrate respect for families and the family’s primary role in the rearing of children 

to become responsible adults. 

 



Student Learning 
 

Parents play an integral role in assisting student learning. 

 

1. Seek and encourage parent participation in decision-making that affects students (via 

committee work, surveys, and informal conversations). 

 

2. Inform parents of the expectations for students in each subject at each grade level. 

 

3. Provide information regarding how parents can foster learning at home, give appropriate 

assistance, monitor homework, and give feedback to teachers. 

 

4. Provide opportunities for staff members to learn and share successful approaches to 

engaging parents in their child’s education. 

 

5. Provide test data and interpretation meeting to allow parents to ask questions. 

 

6. Encourage parents to provide personal cleanliness, homework monitoring, sufficient 

sleep, nutritious food, limited TV and video game use, discussion at meals together, and 

a quiet place to study to improve their child’s academic performance. 

 

7. Provide orientation for all building transitions. 

 

8. Encourage parents to listen to their child read or read aloud with their child. 

 

Volunteering 
 

Parents are welcome in the school, and their support and assistance are sought. 

 

 Coloma Junior High staff will: 

 

1. Ensure that office staff greeting, signage near entrances and any other interaction with 

parents create a climate to which parents feel valued and welcome, but also promotes safety. 

 

2. Survey parents regarding their interests, talent and availability, then coordinate the parent 

resources with those that exist within the school and among the faculty. 

 

3. Show appreciation for parents’ participation via newsletters, thank you notes, etc. 

 

4. Educate and assist staff members in creating an inviting climate and effectively utilizing 

volunteer resources. 

 

5. Ensure the volunteer activities are meaningful and built on volunteer interests and abilities. 

 

6. Encourage all parents to participate in various activities: 

    

Field trip chaperone 

   Tutoring 



   Talent, skill, knowledge, culture or experience sharing as guest speakers 

   Monitor after school events 

   Fundraising 

   Special events/programs where students perform 

   Curriculum decisions 

   Open house 

   Assist with special projects 

    

School Decision Making and Advocacy 
  

Parents are full partners in the decisions that affect children and families. 

 

Coloma Junior High staff will: 

   

1. Provide understandable, accessible, and well-publicized processes for influencing decisions, 

raising issues or concerns, appealing decisions, and resolving problems to improve the 

school environment and student achievement. 

 

2. Include parents on all district decision-making and advisory committees and ensure 

adequate training for such areas as policy, capital projects, technology, sex education, 

curriculum, budget, school reform initiatives, safety, and personnel. 

 

3. Provide parents with current information regarding school policies, practices, and both 

student and school performance data. 

 

4. Enable parents to participate as partners when setting school goals, developing or evaluating 

programs and policies or responding to performance data. 

 

5. Encourage and facilitate active parent participation in the decisions that affect students, such 

as student placement. 

 

6. Treat parent concerns with respect and demonstrate genuine interest in developing solutions. 

 

Collaborating with Community 
 

Community resources are used to strengthen schools, families, and student learning. 

 

 Coloma Junior High will: 

 

1. Distribute information regarding cultural, recreational, academic, health, social, and other 

resources that serve families within the community as needed. 

 

2. Develop partnerships with local business and service groups to advance student learning and 

assist schools and families. 

 

3. Foster student participation in community service. 

 

4. Involve community members in school volunteer programs. 



 

5. Inform staff members of the resources available in the community and strategies for 

utilizing those resources. 

 
 

 

 

Coloma Junior High School’s Plan for Involvement of  

Parents in the Title I Program 

 
1. Parents in the Title I schools will be notified in writing that they may request information 

regarding the professional qualifications of the student’s classroom teachers. 

 

2. All parents of the Title I students shall be invited by written invitation to a yearly parent in-

service meeting.  The meeting will focus on ways parents can help their children become more 

effective learners. 

 

3. All parents of Title I students shall receive invitations to confer with the Title I teacher about 

the child’s progress during the school’s two scheduled conference days (Fall, Spring). 

 

4. Parents of Title I students are encouraged to schedule conferences with Title I teachers at any 

time before or after the regular teaching day, as needed.   

 

5. Parents of Title I students shall be encouraged to serve as Title I class volunteers. 

 

6. Parents of Title I students shall receive on a yearly basis, copies of this policy with notification 

of the child’s placement in the Title I program. 

 

7. Parents, teachers, and any concerned individual or organization may file a complaint in writing 

if there is an allegation that a requirement applicable to the Title I program has been violated.  

The Title Director should be contacted for a written copy of the Coloma  Community Schools 

Complaint Procedure. 

 

8. Parents are invited to examine the NCLB application, evaluation, regulations, guidelines, 

written policies for parent involvement, comparability report, and monitoring reports at the Title 

I school or the school’s central office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title I Parent Compact 

COLOMA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

School/Parent Compact 

(2010-2011 School Year) 

 
High student performance is a shared responsibility between parents, school staff, and children.  

Working together, we can maximize every child’s learning experience in Coloma Area Schools. 
 

To achieve this goal, Coloma Area Schools agree to provide the following: 

V Curriculum and instruction to provide maximum opportunity for students to meet the 

StÁÔÅ ÏÆ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓȢ 
 

V 2ÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ 
 

V Scheduled parent/teacher conferences 

In turn, we ask parents to agree to be responsible for supporting their child’s education by providing the 

following: 

V Monitoring attendance 
 

V Monitoring homework completion 
 

V Making reading a family priority 
 

V Supporting appropriate school behavior and school policy 
 

V When possible volunteering to help in the classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ ___________           ___________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature  Date   Print your child’s name 

 

 

 

 

________________________________  ___________   

Principal’s Signature     Date 

 

 

 



School-Level Student Assessment Data ï State Generated 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Thank you to the board of education, the staff, students and community for the continued support as we 

work diligently to improve our educational practices and our student outcomes.  We have experienced 

great success and look forward to continuing the long history of academic excellence. 

 

 


